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an end to the Greater Serbian danger once and for all, her
prestige in the Balkans and in Europe would be gone for-
ever. The currently expressed Serb opinions that she was
"worm-eaten/' would soon be dismembered like Turkey,
and find a place only in a "historical museum/' would gain
strength. Her enemies would be all the more ready to
disregard her interests or even fall upon her. She must
therefore show that she had vitality to restore her prestige
and build new buttresses. It was better to do this instantly,
for the situation would only grow worse with the future,
as Russian armaments reached completion and nationalist
ambitions grew stronger. Austria's existence as'a Great
Power was at stake. As Conrad, the Chief of Staff and head
of the militarist party at Vienna, has put it:
Two alternatives stood sharply out against one another:
either the preservation of Austria-Hungary as a conglom-
erate of various nationalities which should stand together
as a whole toward the outside and find their common
well-being under a single ruler; or the rise of separate
independent national states which would seize upon the
Austro-Hungarian territories inhabited by their co-nationals
and so bring about the destruction of the Monarchy.
The conflict between these two alternatives, long fore-
seen, had reached an acute stage through Serbia's pro-
cedure; its decision could not longer be postponed.
For this reason, and not as vengeance for the assas-
sination, Austria-Hungary must draw the sword against
Serbia. ...
Austria-Hungary could no longer remain coolly in-
different, suffer this provocation quietly, and observe the
Christian humility which demands that, after a blow, one
shall turn the other cheek also. It was not a question of
a knightly duel with "poor little" Serbia, as she liked to
call herself, nor of punishment for the assassination. It
was much more the highly practical importance oj the
prestige oj a Great Power, and indeed of a Great Power